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Good afternoon, everyone,

I am Riyuka Suzuki, the official youth delegate of the Government of Japan. I
feel very honoured to have this opportunity today and to raise my voice as d

youth representative.

As I made my journey from Japan to New York, the word “representation” echoed

in my mind, resonating with the core of our discussion here. In Japan, the
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average age of our current cabinet members is 63.5 years old with the percentage

of female policymakers in the House of Representatives only being 10.4 percent.

Though I stand here, delivering this speech, as a young female representative
of my country. These figures paint a stark reality: our political landscape is
characterised by primarily older, cis-gender and heterosexual men, who often
fail to truly understand or represent the diverse needs and experiences of our

current populace.

This is not just a problem in Japan. Across the globe, political elites cling
to power, perpetuating a system of elitism, meritocracy, and academic
exclusivity. Wealth, influence, and reputation are guarded, while ordinary

citizens are left to bear the brunt of their decisions.

But let us ask ourselves: do these leaders truly understand the struggles of
those they claim to represent? Can they empathise with the challenges faced by
women and LGBTQI+ in poverty, marginalised communities, or those offected by

colonial violence? The answer, all too often, is no.

Aligning with this year’ s priority theme of CSW, it is essential to devise
economic aid measures that empower minorities to run for leadership positions.
Simply advocating for increasing the number of minority groups is not enough to

bring about the real change we need.

We gather here today for CSW68, faced with the task of advancing gender equality
and empowerment. Yet, mere advocacy for increased representation is not enough.
We must take tangible steps to empower minorities, provide economic support, and

dismantle the barriers that hinder their participation in leadership roles.

I would like to use my privilege to insist on the necessity of the presence of
my dear friends around the world, whose voices are silenced due to visa denials,
conflicts, migration, financial hardships, disabilities, or caregiving
responsibilities. As the true agents of change, they should be here in this

dialogue today and at the centre of the decision-making table.

As I conclude my remarks, I leave you with a challenge: let us redefine
"representation” not as a mere token gesture, but as a catalyst for meaningful
transformation. Let us bridge the gap between rhetoric and reality, and let our

actions speak louder than words.
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