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@ Noelle Takahashi holds an M.A. in Intercultural
Communications Studies from Rikkyo (St. Paul’s)
University. In addition to her professional experience,
she has volunteered and worked with various non-profit
organizations. Her passion is social work, particularly in
the areas of leadership, NPOs and fundraising. The Red
Cross sent her to the Micronesian Islands, Malaysia,
Switzerland, New Zealand, and Germany to visit NPOs
and examine the status of women, girls and
disadvantaged youths. Since the March 2011 disaster, she
has been a member of the Japanese Red Cross Language
Service Volunteers, serving as part of a team of
interpreters for foreigners living in disaster areas and
foreign NPO personnel. In Japan, she has facilitated the
NPO Management Forum hosted by the Cabinet Office. Her
goals after the JWLI Fellows Program are to apply what
she learns to working with the Tokyo Junior Chamber
(TJC) and to organize workshops to nurture young
leaders in Japan.
@ Kiyono Sakakibara carned an MBA at the
University of Texas, Austin. She has worked for IBM
Japan and various other companies, including Pavilion
Technologies and Cititrust and Banking Corporation. In
2009, she became founder and president of Momstart
Club, a child support non-profit organization for moms
and babies that currently serves 5,000 women per year.
Their mission is to help families have fun with and enjoy
their children, to bring people together to make local
communities more lively and friendly, and to make it
unnecessary for any mom to feel lonely or isolated.
€ Shima Fumimoto has a B.A. in English from Old
Dominion University and a Masters in Clinical
Psychology from Mejoro University Graduate School.
She is currently a psychotherapist at the National Center
of Neurology and Psychiatry in Tokyo. Through the
JWLI Fellows Program, she hopes to acquire
management knowledge and skills, especially in
fundraising and networking, Her vision is to assist private
organizations to take a stable and stronger role in the
community to conduct sought-after supporting programs
effectively.
@ Rika Tanioka earned an M.A. in Women’s Studies at
Josai International University and has studied in the
Doctoral Course at Musashi University. Her impressive
career has been focused on radio and television. In 1994
she founded the company “Announcehouse” and has
served as president of SJWRT (Society of Japanese
Women in Radio and Television). She is currently an
Associated Professor in the Department of Literature at
Tokai-University. Rika’s long-term goals include starting
an organization supporting female broadcasters, linking
organizations helping with the March 2011 disaster relief,
and supporting mothers and children who were affected
and displaced by the disaster.
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