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New Triennium: “ New Dimensions of L eader ship”

Chonchanok Viravan (Nok)
BPW International President 2005-2008

The XXV BPW International Jubilee Congress in Luzern,Switzerland on
17-20 June 2005 was attended by more than 1,000 members from about 60
countries. This Congress owed much of its success to the dedication and
hard work of Immediate Past President Antoinette Ruegg, the strong
Switzerland Host Planning Committee and the help of over 200 volunteers
from the Swiss Federation. Besides electing a new International Executive
Board and the Chairs of Standing Committees, this Congress also passed
several resolutions that will have a profound impact on the future of BPW
International .

| would like to take this opportunity to thank all BPW members for
electing me as your new International President and electing a new
Executive Board which | have found to be flexible, innovative and very
dedicated.

We have 2 new energetic Vice Presidents Dr. Annarosa Colangelo, 1st
Vice President from Italy and Elizabeth Benham, 2nd Vice President from
New York, U.S.A. The vision of Past President Rosmarie Michel, “ Youth
Today, Leaders Tomorrow”  has been realized in this Board

as current and/or former Young BPW constitute a third of the Board taking
on the positions of International President, Executive Secretary, Finance
Director and Young BPW Representative. Together with our 5 new
Regional Coordinators, the new

International Executive Board comprises a harmonious blend of
generations of BPW from all regions.

In this post-congress issue of the newsletter, | present a brief summary of
key decisions made at Congress, including election results, resolutions
passed, congtitution amendments, award winners, congress venues, new
affiliates. One of the key

Congress decisions is the change in membership dues, the dues will
increase from 7.5 Euro (5 GBP) to 10.5 Euro (7 GBP) in 2006, but the
dues can be reduced to half for low income countries (given that certain
conditions are met). This change will provide necessary resources for usto
improve value-added benefits and services for members.

This issue aso presents a tentative calendar of events for 2005-2008.
Almost al Regional Conferences have been intentionally scheduled to
spread out in different quarters over the next three years. Note that
photographs from Congress will be available for viewing and downloaded
from www.bpw-international .org soon.

As we begin the new triennium under the theme “ New Dimensions of
Leadership” , | would like to thank the outgoing Executive Board which
tackled and resolved severa difficult issues in the last triennium,
especialy the financial ones. On behalf of the new Executive Board, |
would like to pledge our commitment to lay a new foundation for BPW to
foster its growth, influence and its capability to develop professional and
leadership potential for women for decades to come.
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You did good and
wonderful job! We, BPW Japan ...
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